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I began writ-
ing this article 
while Kare 
and I were 
attending the 
113th annual 
session of the 
Lott Carey 
Foreign Mis-

sion Convention. The Convention met 
in Columbus, Ohio during the week of  
August 8th - 13th. Here are some 
things I learned, while attending the 
Lott Carey Foreign Mission Conven-
tion. 
 
 The Lott Carey FMC was 
named for Rev. Lott Carey, an ex-
slave who became one of the "first 
American and Baptist  missionaries to 
West Africa". Rev. Lott Carey was 
born in Charles City County, Virginia 
in 1780. Since he had been born a 
slave, it was necessary for him to pur-
chase his freedom, which he did in 
1813. In 1821, Rev. Carey was sent 
to Africa by the American Baptist 
Board of Foreign Missions. He led a 
"pioneering missionary team" to Libe-
ria, West Africa to engage in 
"evangelism, education, and health 
care". He is also credited with having 
organized the first Baptist church in 
Liberia, the Providence Baptist 
Church in Monrovia. At the time of his 
death, in 1828 or 1829, the year is 
uncertain, Rev. Carey had become a 

"well respected and gifted governmental 
leader as well as missionary". 
 
 The Lott Carey Foreign Mission 
Convention began in 1897, following 
some differences "over the nature and 
practice of Christian mission", with the 
newly formed National Baptist Conven-
tion (1895). At the time of it's inception 
the Lott Carey (FMC) was called the Lott 
Carey Foreign Mission Society. 
 
 One of the unsung heroes of 
African American missionary effort is the 
Rev. Dr. Wendell Clay Somerville (1900 - 
1997). Dr. Somerville served for fifty five 
years (1940 - 1995) as the Executive 
Secretary - Treasurer of the Lott Carey 
FMC. Perhaps this is one of the reasons 
that the current Executive-Secretary of 
the convention, Dr. David Emmanuel 
Goatley, has written a book about Dr. 
Somerville's theology of missions. The 
book is entitled, A Divine Assignment: 
The Missiology of Wendell Clay Somer-
ville. This book served as the textbook 
for the missions class that was taught 
each morning from 7:30am to 9:15am 
during the convention. Dr. Goatley is also 
Dr. Somerville's successor. 
 
 The theme for the convention 
was, Global Missional Churches - 
Sharing the Light of Christ . The scrip-
ture reference for the theme was taken 
from 1 John 1:5-7: 
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Scriptural Application��
�
"But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap 
also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall 
reap also bountifully.  
 
Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so 
let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God 
loveth a cheerful giver."�--- II Corinthians 9:6-7 ��
�

Party of two for tithing 
or non-tithing today? 
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"This is the message we have heard from him 
and declare to you: God is light; in him there is 
no darkness at all. If we claim to have fellowship 
with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do 
not live by the truth. But if we walk in the light, as 
he is in the light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies 
us all from sin." 
 
 It became very clear to me as I sat in on 
the various sessions and listened to the preach-
ers during the week that the members of the Lott 
Carey FMC, are very focused on the subject of 
missions. The convention has mission partners in 
Africa, Asia, the Caribbean, Europe, Oceania, 
and South America. Sharing the light of Jesus 
Christ is the reason the Lott Carey FMC exists. 
  
 I was also pleased to see some of our 
Germantown neighbors at the convention: Dr. 
Gus Roman, Dr. G. Daniel Jones (Grace Bapt.), 
Rev. Derick Brennan (Canaan Bapt.), and Dr. 
Alyn Waller (Enon Bapt.). Dr. Waller is the 2nd 
Vice President of the Lott Carey FMC. In the pic-
ture, Dr. G. Daniel Jones and are are standing 

beside a model of the housing being built in Haiti with the 
help of Habitat for Humanity. On the table in the picture are 
the basic supplies (hammers, hacksaw and blades, duct tape, 
flashlights, etc.) that are also needed and being used to con-
struct housing as well. These are some of the things that your 
mission dollars are helping to provide as the light of Christ 
shines in these dark places. Thank you Mt. Zion, for your 
continuing efforts in supporting the work of missions. You are 
a Global Mission Church! 
 
Soli Deo Gloria, 
Pastor Alick 
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